GENERAL SURVEY.
beginnings of the development of mathemat-ical truths date back to the earliest civilizations of which any literary remains have come down to us, namely the Egyptian and the Babylonian. On the one hand, brought about by the demands of practical life, on the other springing from the real scientific spirit of separate groups of men, especially of the priestly caste, arithmetic and geometric notions came into being. Rarely, however, was this knowledge transmitted through writing, so that of the Babylonian civilization we possess only a few traces. From the ancient Egyptian, however, we have at least one manual, that of Ahmes, which in all probability appeared nearly two thousand years before Christ.
The real development of mathematical knowledge, obviously stimulated by Egyptian and Babylonian influences, begins in Greece. This development shows itself predominantly in the realm of geometry, and enters upon its first classic period, a period of no great duration, during the era of Euclid, Archimedes, Eratosthenes, and Apollonius. Subsequently it inclines more toward the arithmetic side; but it soon becomes so completely engulfed by the heavy waves